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BETTER  L  GHT 


MORE  OUTDOOR  L  GHT  NG 


AFTER  two  years  of  work  in  our  lighting 
laboratories  —  of  months  of  tests  and 
calculations  on  elaborate  scale-model  miniature 
streets,  of  co-operation  with  leading  utility  and 
municipal  engineers  —  we  have  just  perfected 
an  advanced  new  type  of  street-lighting  lum¬ 
inaire. 

This  simple,  low-cost  unit  increases  illum¬ 
ination  on  the  roadway  by  50  per  cent;  it 
shields  drivers  and  homes  from  objectionable 
glare;  it  materially  cuts  maintenance;  and  so 
substantially  reduces  the  total  cost  of  lighting 
service. 


It  is  called  the  “Form  79”  Perhaps  it  should 
be  called  the  “Key”  because  already  it  is  open¬ 
ing  many  large,  new,  profitable  street-lighting 
markets  for  electric-service  companies. 

By  placing  your  orders  with  the  manufacturer 
who  can  carry  on  the  research,  development, 
and  sales  promotion  so  vital  to  the  continued 
growth  of  outdoor  lighting,  you  are  making 
possible  activities  which  will  not  only  greatly 
increase  your  lighting  revenue,  but  will  also 
aid  in  saving  thousands  of  lives,  and  will  bring 
many  other  lasting  benefits  to  the  communities 
you  serve. 
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Utility  Act  Test 
Up  to  High  Court 

App<‘al  taken  in  American  States  case  in 
which  holdinft  company  law  was  declared 
invalid  —  Government  files  its  answer 
in  Bond  &  Share  suit 

The  complicated  legal  maze  through 
which  the  government’s  “hand-picked”  test 
of  the  holding  company  law  must  pass 
entered  its  third  phase  late  last  week. 
The  first  step  was  the  S.E.C.’s  suit  to 
compel  Electric  Bond  &  Share  and  21 
affiliates  to  register;  the  second  was  a 
cross-hill  filed  by  the  utilities  asking  an 
injunction  on  the  grounds  that  the  act  is 
unconstitutional ;  the  third  was  the 
S.E.C.  contention  that  Bond  &  Share  has 
no  right  to  seek  an  injunction  against 
enforcement  of  the  act  because  it  has 
not  registered  and  asking  dismissal  of  the 
utility  company’s  plea  for  a  restraining 
order. 

However,  there  still  is  reason  to  ques¬ 
tion  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  settle 
the  Bond  &  Share  and  other  tests  because 
a  review  of  the  American  States  Public 
Service  decision  already  has  been  asked 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  by 
Burco,  Inc.,  a  bondholder.  This  is  a  re¬ 
quest  for  a  review  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  verdict  in  large  part  invalidat¬ 
ing  the  act  (Electrical  World,  Febru¬ 
ary  29,  page  58),  but  declining  to  go  as 
far  as  Judge  William  C.  Coleman’s  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  ruling  of  “unconstitutional  in 
its  entirety”  (Electrical  ^  orld,  No¬ 
vember  9,  page  50a). 

The  S.E.C  .’s  answer  to  Bond  &  Share’s 
cross-hill  was  filed  in  federal  District 
Court  in  New  York.  In  great  detail  it 
i^ts  forth  that  the  utility’s  attitude  is  at 
variance  with  the  stand  it  took  before 
Senate  and  House  committees  when  hear¬ 
ings  were  held  on  the  Public  Utility  Act 
of  1935.  Thus,  says  the  S.E.C.,  the  com¬ 
pany  does  “not  seek  equity  with  clean 
hands." 

The  government  attempts  to  prove  that 


the  utilities  opposed  the  original 
Wheeler-Rayburn  bill,  then  proposed 
changes  which  “would  leave  the  act  not 
unworkable  or  unconstitutional”  and  ad¬ 
mitting  “that  there  existed  some  power 
in  the  federal  government  to  regulate  it 
(holding  company  business).” 


Intrastate  Companies 
Allowed  More  Time 

Many  holding  companies  entitled  to 
exemption  from  the  terms  of  the  Public 
Utility  Act  of  1935  on  intrastate  grounds 
have  failed  to  apply  for  such  exemption, 
the  S.  E.  C.  reports,  so  the  commission 
has  extended  indefinitely  its  order  mak¬ 
ing  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  file  ap¬ 
plications. 


Utilities  in  East 
Battle  Floods 

Heavy  rainfall  and  ice  floes  which 
caused  serious  floods  throughout  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States  have 
imposed  severe  hardships  on  hydro¬ 
electric  plants.  Floods  in  New  England 
cost  one  life,  and.  in  one  instance,  de¬ 
molished  a  plant.  The  plant  destroyed 
was  that  of  Connecticut  Light  &  Power 
at  Scotland  Dam.  on  the  Shetucket  River 
between  Norwich  and  Willimantic,  which 
contained  three  400-kw.  horizontal  units 
operated  under  27-ft.  head  and  delivering 
energy  at  2.300  volts  to  a  modernized 
switchboard. 

Utilities  were  seriously  handicapped 
in  the  Pittsburgh  area  this  week.  Pitts- 


FLOODWATERS  AND  ICE  WRECK  PLANT 


With  the  East  and  Northeast  ravaged  by  high  waters,  scenes  such  as  this 
were  not  unrommon  last  week.  Above  is  pictured  all  that  remains  of  Con¬ 
necticut  Light  &  Power's  1.200-kw.  Scotland  Dam  plant  on  the  Shetucket 
River.  The  company  ordered  employees  out  two  hours  before  its  destruction. 
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burgh  was  without  power  Wednesday, 
with  the  big  power  plants  on  Brunots 
Island  and  at  Colfax  flooded.  The  West- 
inghouse  company  reported  5  ft.  of  water 
in  its  East  Pittsburgh  works.  Similar 
conditions  prevailed  along  the  Potomac 
and  in  much  of  New  England,  while  out¬ 
side  utilities  rushed  interconnections. 

A  worker  was  killed  last  week  at  the 
Greggs  Falls  plant  of  the  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  of  New  Hampshire  while  trying  to 
remove  dashboards.  Four  generating 
plants  and  a  switching  station  of  the 
Central  Maine  Power  Company  were 
flooded,  necessitating  temporary  curtail¬ 
ment  of  service  in  the  Gardiner,  Bruns¬ 
wick  and  Bath  districts  but,  by  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  interconnection,  service  interrup¬ 
tions  lasted  only  a  few  hours.  Distribu¬ 
tion  systems  suffered  considerably  over 
scattered  regions  and  in  the  Penobscot, 
Kennebec  and  Merrimac  valleys  high 
water  and  ice  reduced  outputs  and  im¬ 
paired  service  in  many  communities. 


Mole  in  Whose  Eye? 

Officials  of  Queensborough  Gas  & 
Electric  must  be  getting  a  chuckle  out  of 
the  civic  feud  in  Long  Beach,  N.  Y., 
where  Mayor  Charles  Gold  is  suing 
Treasurer  August  N.  Candia  to  make 
the  latter  pay  Hizzoner’s  salary.  Can¬ 
dia,  in  his  turn,  is  holding  up  the  pay 
on  the  claim  that  the  Mayor  owes  the 
city  $60,000  in  back  taxes.  Mr.  Gold 
cctunters  that  he  has  paid  $35,000  in 
taxes  since  last  October  and  he  asks  the 
court  for  a  mandamus  order  to  get  him 
his  $7,500  annual  salary. 

This  is  the  Long  Island  resort  com¬ 
munity  where  this  same  Mayor  Gold  is 
refusing,  in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  pay 
street  lighting  bills  until  he  gets  a  cut 
in  rates;  where  Queensborough  Gas  & 
Electric  was  reported  sharply  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Service  Commission  when  it  turned 
off  one  light  in  three  in  an  effort  to  keep 
service  somewhere  nearly  in  line  with 
the  money  it  sees  a  chance  of  collecting; 
where  local  officials  are  seeking  a  P.W.A. 
loan  for  a  municipal  power  system  to 
supplant  Queensborough. 

Taxpayer  to  Ret«rue  Again 

Municipal  power  advocates,  in  draw¬ 
ing  up  their  estimates  of  operating  costs 
and  their  “yardstick”  plans,  sometimes 
overlook  certain  contingencies.  They’re 
learning  about  that  out  in  Seattle,  where 
subnormal  rainfall  has  raised  hob  with 
the  Skagit  project’s  electric  energy  out¬ 
put.  Now  the  City  Council  has  been 
asked  for  another  $100,000  ($150,000  a 
few  weeks  ago  was  granted)  by  the  City 
Light  Department  to  buy  fuel  oil  to  run 
the  Lake  Union  steam  plant,  which  was 
called  into  action  when  Skagit  fell  down. 


Third  Installment 
of  Rate  Survey 

F.P.C.,  viewing  residential  rates,  says  “it 
is  difficult  to  make  deductions,”  but 
goes  on  to  point  out  ^‘divergencies”  as 
“a  challenging  problem” 

Residential  rates  for  electricity,  as  of 
January  1,  1935,  by  states  and  by  geo¬ 
graphical  regions,  make  up  the  subject 
matter  of  the  third  installment  of  the 
Federal  Power  Commission’s  rate  sur¬ 
vey.  Generalizing,  the  commission  de¬ 
clares  that  “it  is  difficult,  if  not  impos¬ 
sible,  to  make  definite  deductions  with 
any  assurance  on  the  basis  of  available 
data  concerning  many  of  the  striking 
variations.” 

That  there  are  wider  variations  in 
rates  than  the  commission  feels  are  justi¬ 
fied,  however,  is  clearly  implied  in  the 
report,  and  one  paragraph  looms  vir- 


Not  long  ago  City  Light’s  annual  re¬ 
port  came  out  and  increased  operating 
costs  were  attributed  to  inadequate  rain¬ 
fall  for  Skagit — an  act  of  God,  no  doubt, 
but  something  the  private  utilities  would 
not  be  able  to  fall  back  on  the  taxpayers 
to  finance. 

Can’t  Down  Mr.  Cooper 

Critics  of  “Quoddy”  may  assail  it  from 
every  angle,  but  their  blasts  hold  no 
terrors  for  the  father  of  the  tidal  power 
project,  Dexter  P.  Cooper.  To  the 
charge  that  there  is  no  market  for  any 
major  fraction  of  the  potential  produc¬ 
tion  of  26,'000,000  kw.-hr.  annually,  Mr. 
Cooper  replies  that  he  has  a  buyer  for 
all  the  energy  which  the  project  may 
develop  and  that  this  customer  of  his 
would  take  even  more  if  it  were  made 
available. 

A  major  omission  in  the  statement: 
Mr.  Cooper  failed  to  give  the  name  of 
his  power  purchaser. 

Shoe  Now  on  Other  Foot 
in  Ontario’s  Tangle 

In  Ontario  there  is  a  lawyer,  one  Lewis 
Duncan,  who  advised  the  Hydro-Electric 
Commission  to  cancel  contracts  with  the 
Quebec  power  companies;  now  he  has 
presented  his  bill  and  the  Hepburn  gov¬ 
ernment  says  it  won’t  pay.  Mr.  Duncan 
vouchsafes  the  belief  that  no  contract  is 
inviolable  in  the  province. 

Says  the  Premier:  “I  don’t,  like  Lewis 
Duncan  and  I  don’t  like  the  size  of  his 
bill.”  Duncan,  Mr.  Hepburn  continued, 
is  asking  an  additional  $6,000,  which 
would  bring  his  total  compensation  to 
about  $20,000. 


tually  as  a  challenge  to  local  rate  mak¬ 
ing  authorities: 

“That  divergencies  should  exist  iS  to 
be  expected,  but  that  they  are  so  wide 
and  so  greatly  at  variance  with  pertinent 
characteristics  presents  a  challenging 
problem  that  merits  the  attention  of  all 
those  interested  in  the  subject  of  eb  ctric 
rates.” 

Elsewhere  in  the  report  is  this  further 
statement:  “It  is  commonly  assumed 
that  certain  features  make  for  low  rate 
levels.  Among  these  the  most  important 
are  generally  held  to  be:  “High  popula¬ 
tion  density,  high  level  of  purchasing 
power,  large  industrial  consumption,  ex¬ 
tensive  operations,  low-cost  and  depend¬ 
able  water  power,  and  availability  of 
low-cost  fuel  such  as  coal,  gas,  or  oil.” 
And  again:  “On  the  whole,  the  states 
occupying  the  least  favorable  positions 
with  respect  to  average  bills  are  those 
having  low  population  densities,  but  here 
the  concentration  of  people  in  the 
smaller  communities  may  account  in  part 
for  the  relatively  higher  bills.  On  the 
other  hand,  among  these  latter  states 
will  be  found  a  few  which  are  most 
favorably  situated  with  respect  to  high 
population  densities  and  distribution  of 
population  in  large  communities.” 

The  nature  of  the  data  which  it  presents 
and  upon  which  state  commissions  may 
now  be  expected  to  do  their  stuff  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  examples: 

“Of  particular  interest  is  the  trend 
toward  higher  rates  in  the  smaller  com¬ 
munities.” 

“Aside  from  indicating  the  differences 
w'hich  exist  between  the  lowest  and  high¬ 
est  average  bills,  these  summaries  show 
that  the  Pacific  division  has  the  lowest 
average  bills  and  that  the  Mountain. 
West  South  Central  and  Middle  Atlantic 
divisions  have  the  highest.” 

“In  the  state  of  Washington  domestic 
customers  use  on  an  average  1,104  kw.- 
hr.  per  year,  as  compared  with  450  in 
New  Hampshire.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  average  typical  bills  in 
Washington  are  among  the  lowest  in  the 
nation,  while  New  Hampshire  ranks  with 
those  states  whose  average  bills  are  rela¬ 
tively  high.” 

“Consumers  in  the  New  England  and 
Middle  Atlantic  divisions  pay  among  the 
highest  bills,  as  do  the  domestic  con¬ 
sumers  in  the  West  South  Central  and 
Mountain  divisions,  yet  in  the  case  of 
the  first  two  the  populations  per  square 
mile  are  133.9  and  269.5,  respectively, 
compared  with  29.1  and  4.4  for  the 
latter  two.” 

“It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  tendency 
of  the  New  England  and  Middle  Atlantic 
states  to  be  associated  so  consistently 
with  the  Mountain  and  West  South  Cen¬ 
tral  states,  because  both  economically 
and  electrically  the  former  are  among 
the  most  highly  developed  regions  in  the 
country.” 


The  Current  Drift 
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Electrical  Industry  Honors 
Stanley  and  Westinghouse 

A.I.E.E.  meetings  in  nearly  50  cities  commemorate  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  demonstration  of  alternating  current,  from  which  has  grown 
$13,000,000,000  electrical  industry 


The  dramatic  struggle  of  a  young  man 
in  fragile  health  against  accepted  scien¬ 
tific  opinion  and  crude  materials  to  give 
the  world  its  first  demonstration  of  long- 
range  transmission  of  electric  energy  in 
the  form  of  alternating  current  was 
painted  in  graphic  detail  before  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  500  in  New  York  and  at  nearly 
half  a  hundred  similar  gatherings 
throughout  the  country  Friday  evening. 

The  occasion,  marked  in  these  cere¬ 
monies,  sponsored  by  A.I.E.E.,  was  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  night  of 
March  20,  1886,  when  William  Stanley, 
30-year-old  scientist,  inventor  and  engi¬ 
neer,  by  means  of  a  primitive  500-volt 
generator  and  crude  transformers,  trans¬ 
mitted  electric  energy  over  light  wires 
for  the  then-spectacular  distance  of  4,000 
feet  to  light  the  village  of  Great  Barring¬ 
ton,  Mass.  It  was  the  first  successful 
demonstration  of  an  alternating-current 
system  the  world  had  ever  seen  and,  al¬ 
though  the  townsfolk  were  skeptical 
about  going  near  the  big  150-cp.  lamps, 
the  fruits  of  this  experiment  revolution¬ 
ized  the  electrical  development  of  the 
next  half  century. 

The  scene  of  this  demonstration  by 
the  youthful  William  Stanley  in  Great 
Barrington  and  the  obstacles  which  had 
to  be  overcome  were  traced  by  Charles 
W.  Appleton,  General  Electric  vice-presi¬ 
dent.  w'ho  portrayed  the  little-appreciated 
romance  of  this  and  countless  other 
events  in  industry. 

“For  the  setting,”  said  Mr.  Appleton, 
we  have  a  small  town  among  the  snow- 
clad  New  England  hills.  There  a  young 
nan,  in  fragile  health,  is  attacking  sin¬ 
gle-handed  the  control  of  a  mysterious 
form  of  energy,  incalculable  in  its  char¬ 
acteristics  and  potentially  so  deadly  that 
great  exi)erts  among  his  contemporaries 
condemned  attempts  to  use  it.  With  rare 
courage  he  laid  his  plans,  with  little 
theory  or  precedent  to  guide  him;  with 
persistent  experimental  skill  he  deduced 
the  needed  knowledge  when  mathematics 
failed;  with  resourcefulness  that  even 
W  him  to  local  photographers  to  requi¬ 
sition  their  stocks  of  tin-type  plates,  he 
successfully  met  the  lack  of  suitable 
tuaterials,  and  with  intensive  devotion 
iud  sustained  effort,  despite  poor  health, 
he  brought  his  undertaking,  in  an  almost 
unbelievably  short  time,  to  triumphant 
success.” 

Those  tin-type  plates  Mr.  Appleton 
®€ntioned  went  into  the  unromantic- 
wooden-boxed  transformers 


William  Stanley 

which  Stanley  pioneered.  (He  earlier 
had  tested  a  complete  transformer  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  Westinghouse  shops.)  These 
the  speaker  described  as  the  “new  and 
essential  elements  of  Stanley’s  system. 
It  was  the  transformer  that  was  to  re¬ 
move  the  limitations  from  central  station 


George  Westinghouse 

and  to  set  free  the  new-born  electric 
giant.  .  .  .” 

By  November  of  1886  Westinghouse’s 
company  had  installed  the  first  commer¬ 
cial  alternating-current  system  in  Buffalo. 
In  1893  it  lighted  60,000  lamps  at  the 
World’s  Fair  in  Chicago  and,  in  1895, 
harnessed  the  waters  of  Niagara  Falls  to 


launch  the  great  modern  systems,  now 
embracing  an  investment  of  $13,000,000,- 
000,  which  supply  75  per  cent  of  the 
horsepower  in  industry  and  have  light¬ 
ened  household  drudgery  in  countless 
thousands  of  homes. 

The  telephone  industry’s  representa¬ 
tive,  Bancroft  Gherardi,  vice-president 
and  chief  engineer  of  American  Tele¬ 
phone  &  Telegraph,  paid  tribute  not 
only  to  Stanley  and  Westinghouse  but 
also  to  Faraday,  Henry  and  Edison  and 
to  “thousands  of  others,  some  of  whose 
names  are  well  known  to  us  all  and 
many  of  whose  names  are  unknown.” 

F.  A.  Merrick,  president  of  Westing¬ 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  spoke  on  the  relation  of  electrical 
development  to  business  and  Gano  Dunn, 
president  of  J.  G.  White  Engineering 
Corporation,  traced  electrical  progress  in 
the  New  York  area.  F.  W.  Smith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Consolidated  Gas  of  New  York, 
acted  as  toastmaster. 

• 

City  Reduces  Budget, 
Utility  Cuts  Lighting 

Street  lighting  in  Long  Beach,  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  last  year  cost  $107,276.90, 
but  this  year  ‘the  city  fathers  appropri¬ 
ated  only  $90,000,  so,  after  warnings  that 
the  fund  was  insuflficient,  the  Queens- 
borough  Gas  &  Electric  Company  worked 
out  a  system  to  prevent  complete  dark¬ 
ness  late  this  year.  It  turned  out  one 
light  in  three  throughout  the  residential 
section. 

The  reply  was  a  quick  protest  to  the 
state  Public  Service  Commission  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Behind  last  week’s  developments  was  a 
fight  of  fairly  long  standing.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  a  month  ago  voted  to  pay  no  more 
street  lighting  bills  until  it  gets  a  cut  in 
rates.  Moreover,  it  is  seeking  a  P.W.A. 
grant  of  $70,000  to  defray  part  of  the 
cost  of  a  proposed  $150,000  municipal 
power  plant  which,  officials  claim,  would 
result  in  halving  the  lighting  bill. 

Steel  Dam  Construetion 
Urged  on  Government 

New  dams  are  taking  the  limelight  in 
Washington’s  thinking  at  the  moment 
and  now  comes  Dr.  Otis  E.  Hovey,  con¬ 
sulting  engineer  for  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Steel  Construction,  with  the 
brief  for  building  with  steel.  Safety, 
accuracy  of  load  resistance  measure¬ 
ments,  ease  of  constant  inspection  and 
economy  are  the  backbone  of  Dr. 
Hovey’s  arguments  for  the  use  of  steel 
frames. 

This  thesis  was  outlined  before  engi¬ 
neers  in  the  capital  last  week,  with  the 
Ash  Fork  steel  dam,  in  Arizona,  cited  as 
one  which  has  been  in  service  for  37 
years. 
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T.V.A.  About  Ready 
to  Enter  Kentucky 

$50,000,000  Gilberttiville,  Ky.,  dam  dis- 
ruHHed  with  Army  engineers  and  aerial 
mapping  authorized  —  Ma^hville  »ati!«> 
fied  with  private  serviee 

Definite  steps  are  being  taken  by  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  toward  the 
long-promised  extension  into  Kentucky. 
So  far  there  have  been  two  developments. 
The  first  was  a  conference  between 
T.V.A.  officials  and  U.  S.  Army  engineers 
in  Louisville,  when  the  $50,000,000  dam 
at  Gilbertsville,  Ky.,  on  the  Tennessee 
River  was  discussed.  The  second  was 
announcement  by  T.V.A.  that  it  has 
awarded  contracts  for  aerial  mapping  of 
11,(K)0  square  miles  along  the  Tennessee 
River  around  Paducah,  Ky.  Six  planes 
will  take  16,000  pictures  in  completing 
this  $35,000  survey. 

T.  V.  A.  also  has  started  construction 
of  117  miles  of  rural  lines  in  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  in  the  distribution  phase 
of  its  program.  Shelbyville  is  the  hub  of 
the  system,  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
Bedford  County  Electric  Membership 
Corporation  and  is  intended  to  serve 
such  communities  as  Beech  Grove,  Fair- 
field,  Bethlehem  Church,  Haley,  Three 
Forks,  Raus,  Deason.  Longview,  Rover, 
Sulphur  Springs  and  Fosterville. 

But,  while  three  of  Tennessee’s  larger 
cities,  scores  of  smaller  cities  and  villages 
in  the  state  and  a  long  list  of  hamlets  in 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  are  raising  a 
hue  and  cry  for  T.V.A.  power,  it  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  one  major  city  has 
not  lH*en  swept  off  its  feet  by  the  clamor. 
Nashville’s  Mayor  and  local  power  board 
(in  sharp  contrast  to  city  officials  in 
Knoxville,  Chattanooga  and  Memphis) 
have  stated  officially  that  the  city’s  “rates 
for  domestic  electricity  are  now  among 
the  lowest  in  the  United  States.”  The 
board  feels  that  it  would  require  $9,000,- 
000  for  a  municipal  power  system  and 
adds  that  $285,000  in  taxes  w'ould  be 
h*st  annually  if  Nashville  were  to  displace 
Tennessee  Electric  Power. 

Nashville,  while  satisfied,  has  no  criti¬ 
cism  of  T.V.A.,  from  which  Tennessee 
Electric  buys  energy  to  serve  the  city. 
Not  so  Albert  C.  Laun,  vice  president  of 
Union  Electric  Light  &  Power,  St.  Louis, 
who.  in  a  recent  si)eech,  declared  the 
authority  had  “succeeded  in  hoodwink¬ 
ing  the  public  into  believing  that  its  pri¬ 
mary  purpose  is  flood  control,  irrigation 
and  navigation.  ,  .  .  Actually  its  purpose 
is  to  eliminate  private  enterprise  in  the 
Tennessee  valley.  .  .  .  The  history  of  the 
United  States  has  never  before  been 
blemished  with  such  an  inconsistent,  ill- 
conceived  policy  which  imposes  upon  the 
rights  of  individuals  to  earn  an  honest 
living  by  serving  their  fellow  men.” 

Both  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  face 


a  problem  in  their  drives  for  municipal 
systems  to  buy  power  from  T.V.A.  to 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate 
answer.  Chattanooga  went  to  the  P.W.A. 
and  was  informed  that  the  government 
agency  had  no  funds.  Knoxville  got  the 
injunction  suit  in  the  state  Supreme 
Court  dismissed  but  another  is  hanging 
fire  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
this  plant,  too,  P.W.A.  has  no  money. 

• 

Missouri  Association's 
Convention  Program 

Arrangements  for  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Missouri  Association  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Utilities  are  practically  complete,  with 
about  250  delegates  expected  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  in  St.  Louis  from  April  29  through 
May  1.  Speakers  include  Alex  Dow, 
president  of  Detroit  Edison;  L.  B.  Den¬ 
ning.  president  of  the  American  Gas  As¬ 
sociation;  D.  W.  Snyder,  Jr.,  president  of 
Missouri  Power  &  Light;  Gardner  S.  How¬ 
land,  Commonwealth  Edison;  Louis  H. 
Egan,  president  of  Union  Electric  Light 
&  Power,  and  E.  P.  Gosling,  president  of 
Laclede  Gas  Light. 


Edison  Electric  Institute — Third  annual 
sales  conference  and  sales  committee 
meetings,  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  March  23-27.  Anqual 
convention.  Municipal  Auditorium,  St. 
Eouis,  Mo.,  June  1-4.  Bernard  F. 
Weadock,  managing  director,  420 
Lexington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Florida  Engineering  Society — Annual 
meeting  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  April 
2-4.  W.  W.  Fineren,  secretary.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Florida.  Gainesville. 

>lidtveNt  I'ower  Engineering  Conference 
— t'hicago.  III.,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
Pfisterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

.\KHOciatinii  of  Iron  and  Steel  Electrical 
Engineers — Spring  engineering  confer¬ 
ence,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  April  22-23. 
Brent  Wiley,  managing  director.  Em¬ 
pire  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Electrochemical  Society  —  Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  (^hio,  April  23-25. 
Colin  G.  Fink,  secretary,  Columbia 
I’niversity,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

^lisHouri  .Association  of  I’uhlic  Utilities 
— Annual  meeting,  St.  I.ouis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blytlie,  assis¬ 
tant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank  Build¬ 
ing,  101  West  High  Street,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 

Southeastern  Electric  Exchange — Annual 
conference.  Fort  Sumter  Hotel, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  30-May  1.  J. 
W.  Talley,  executive  secretary,  308 
H.aas-Howell  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

National  Electrical  Wholesalers  Associa¬ 
tion — Annual  convention.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  4-9.  E. 
Donald  Tolies,  managing  director,  165 
Broadway,  New  York. 

.Xnierlcan  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers — North  Eastern  District  meet¬ 
ing,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  6-8  ; 
summer  convention,  Huntington  Hotel, 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  June  22-26.  H.  H. 
Henline,  national  secretary,  33  West 
39th  Street,  New  York. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation — Spring  meeting.  The  Home¬ 
stead.  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  17-21. 
W.  J.  Donald,  managing  director,  155 
East  44th  Street,  New  York. 


Comedy  Injected 
Into  Lobby  Probe 

Process  server  in  Hears!  freedom  of  the 
press  suit  chases  Senator  Black  as  Black, 
in  turn,  hunts  for  him  “to  get  it  over'' 
—  F.C.C.  maps  its  defense 

The  tempest  stirred  up  by  the  Black 
lobby  committee’s  “fishing  expedition” 
into  the  Western  Union  and  Postal  Tele¬ 
graph  files  continues  to  divert  all  interest 
from  the  committee’s  efforts  to  get  back 
to  the  business  of  probing.  The  fight  lias 
spread  until  publisher  William  Randolph 
Hearst  has  gone  so  far  as  to  ask  a  free¬ 
dom  of  the  press  injunction  against  the 
committee  being  allowed  to  get  its  hands 
on  a  wire  he  sent  a  Washington  editorial 
writer  for  his  newspaper  chain-  a  suit 
which  lawyers  agree  sets  a  precedent  as 
it  is  tantamount  to  seeking  to  enjoin  the 
Senate  itself,  and  that  never  has  been 
tried  before. 

And  process  servers  in  the  Hearst  ac¬ 
tion,  seeking  to  serve  papers  on  lobby- 
committee  members,  precipitated  a  lu¬ 
dicrous  situation  when  they  had  difficulty 
in  locating  Alabama’s  Senator  Hugo  L. 
Black,  chairman  of  the  group.  Mr.  Black 
in  the  meantime  was  hunting  for  the 
process  server  “to  get  the  thing  over.” 
But  it  wasn’t  “gotten  over”  until  last 
Monday  morning,  when  the  court  atten¬ 
dant  finally  invaded  the  committee  room 
and  served  the  Senator. 

All  this  evoked  from  Senator  Black 
more  promises  to  push  for  a  new  law  to 
keep  the  lower  courts  from  granting  in¬ 
junctions  of  this  character.  Com|)etent 
Washington  observers,  however,  are  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  that  no  such  bill  will  be 
introduced  and  are  confident  that  it 
would  neither  pass  nor  get  away  without 
a  veto  if  it  were  brought  up.  They  feel 
sure  administration  lawyers  would  not 
allow  an  attempt  to  gag  the  courts  on 
their  power  to  protect  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  citizenry — regardless  of  the 
merits  in  the  present  instance. 

Meanwhile  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission,  instrumentality  through 
which  the  Black  committee  ordered  the 
subpa'iiaing  of  telegrams,  is  preparing 
its  defense  in  response  to  the  Borah 
resolution  demanding  to  know  by  what 
authority  it  could  go  into  the  telegraph 
company  files.  The  F.C.C.  is  expected  to 
say  that  the  committee  got  no  wires  not 
germane  to  the  lobby  inquiry;  that  the 
telegraph  companies  were  not  specifically 
ordered  to  allow  committee  investigators 
to  insjiect  wires  in  local  offices;  that 
burning  of  wires  and  alleged  forgeries 
justified  F.C.C.  action  under  its  authority 
over  the  telegraph  companies;  that, 
whether  the  committee  had  the  right  to 
ask  F.C.C.  aid  or  not,  the  commis-ion  has 
specific  authority  from  Congress  to  in¬ 
spect  all  files  of  the  telegraph  companies. 
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Output  10  per  Cent  Over  1935 

2,100 


Instt'ad  of  continuing  the  recent  down¬ 
ward  trend,  operations  of  electric  light 
and  power  plants  turned  slightly  up¬ 
ward  in  the  week  ended  March  14,  with 
a  total  output  of  1,900.803.000  kw.-hr., 
according  to  the  Edison  Electric  Insti¬ 
tute.  This  brings  the  excess  over  the 
record  for  the  corresponding  week,  set 
six  years  ago,  to  9.5  per  cent.  The  gain 
over  1935  was  10  per  cent.  The  mar¬ 
gin  over  1935  is  about  the  same  as  it 
was  in  the  middle  of  January;  the  mar¬ 
gin  over  1930  is  somewhat  greater  than 
it  was  at  that  time.  Thus  operations  are 
running  parallel  with  those  of  a  year 


ago  and  rather  better  than  parallel  with 
those  of  six  years  ago,  but  on  a  new  high 
level. 

Gains  over  1935  in  the  various  geo¬ 
graphical  regions  cluster  closely  around 
the  national  average,  ranging  from  a 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 


-Week  ended- 


Region 

Mar.  M 

.Mar.  7 

Feb.  29 

New  England . 

-1-  8.7 

4-  6.6 

4-  8.1 

Middle  Atlantic.. . . 

•f  10.9 

-f  11.3 

4-10.3 

Central  Industrial. . 

-t-  10.2 

-f  9.4 

4-  8.8 

West  Central . 

+  12.3 

-1-13.5 

4-14.9 

Southern  States. . . . 

+  10.3 

-f  10.4 

4-10.2 

Rookv  Mountain. . . 

+  15.0 

4-14.6 

4-19.5 

Pacific  Coast . 

-1-12.4 

4-  8.9 

4-11.4 

United  States. . . . 

-1- 10.0 

4-  9.8 

4-  9.7 

maximum  of  15  per  cent  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  section  to  a  minimum  of  8.7 
per  cent  in  New  England.  The  former 
indicates  a  shrinkage  from  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  percentages  of  the  past  year, 
while  the  New  England  figure  is  the  best 
since  early  January.  Strong  gains  per¬ 
sist  in  other  regions. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


1936 

1935 

1934 

Mar. 

14.. 

1,901 

Mar. 

16... 

1,728 

Mar. 

17... 

1,650 

Mar. 

7.. 

1.893 

Mar. 

9... 

1,724 

Mar. 

10... 

1,647 

Feb. 

29.. 

1,903 

Mar. 

2... 

1,734 

Mar. 

3... 

1,658 

Feb. 

22.. 

1,942 

Feb. 

23... 

1,728 

Feb. 

24... 

1,646 

Feb. 

15.. 

1,950 

Feb. 

16.. . 

1,761 

Feb. 

17... 

1,641 

Feb. 

8.. 

1,952 

Feb. 

9... 

1,764 

Feb. 

10... 

1,652 

Peabody  Defends 
Bay  State  Rates 

Critics  of  public  utility  regulation  and 
rate  making  in  Massachusetts  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  fact  that  average  rates 
in  the  w  estern  part  of  the  state  have  been 
cut  37  per  cent  in  the  last  three  years, 
Rodman  Peabody,  vice-president  of 
the  e-tern  Massachusetts  Companies, 
told  the  legislative  committee  on  power 
and  liglit  in  Boston  last  week.  He  ap¬ 
peared  in  opposition  to  the  sliding-scale 
'System  of  rate  making  recommended  by 
the  sperial  commission  on  utilities’  re¬ 
port. 

He  asserted  that  the  public  will  be  far 
^tter  off  to  go  along  with  the  present 


system  of  gradual  reductions  as  consump¬ 
tion  gains.  Steady  progress  is  being  made 
toward  the  point  where  the  customer  can¬ 
not  afford  to  utilize  other  services  than 
electricity  in  competitive  fields. 

Mr.  Peabody  took  vigorous  issue  with 
the  special  commission  and  other  critics 
of  Massachusetts’  regulation.  He  cited 
the  Federal  Power  Commission’s  finding 
that  Bay  State  regulation  is  the  most 
effective  in  the  country;  he  declared 
other  states  would  “give  their  eye-teeth  to 
possess  the  Massachusetts  system,  which 
includes  complete  knowledge  of  plant 
costs  from  the  beginning.” 

He  expressed  a  sense  of  shock  at  the 
implications  of  the  special  commission’s 
summary  that  the  investigation  might 
serve  as  the  basis  of  a  “horse  trade”  be¬ 
tween  the  utilities  and  the  state  as  to 


rate  reductions.  He  averred  that  the 
threats  of  municipal  competition  against 
companies  which  might  not  accept  the 
sliding-scale  idea  or  cut  their  rates  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  please  the  political  powers- 
that-be  c»mstitute  little  else  than  banditry. 

“So  far  as  Western  Massachusetts 
Companies  is  concerned,”  he  said,  “we 
would  become  an  operating  company  to¬ 
morrow  and  kick  the  holding  company 
out  the  window.  We  did  the  best  thing 
we  could  to  save  the  companies  from 
New  York  interests,  and  that  was  to  form 
a  holding  association.” 

• 

Rate  Cuts  in  Arkansas 

Rate  reductions  in  Arkansas  last  year 
are  estimated  at  $450,000  annually  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities. 
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PRICE  TREND  OF  37 
POWER  AND  LIGHT 
COMMON  STOCKS 


Utility  Stocks  Advance 


Utility  Financing 
Increases  Sharply 

Utility  financing  picked  up  materially 
this  week  and  the  prospect  is  for  con¬ 
tinued  activity  over  the  balance  of  the 
month. 

The  first  sizable  offering  was  $7,178.- 
500  Central  Illinois  Light  Company  first 
and  consolidated  mortgage  SJs,  due 
1966,  on  Monday,  priced  at  104.  The 
issue  will  refund 


like  amount  of  first 
and  refunding  5s,  due  in  1943. 

On  Thursday  the  week’s  largest  offer¬ 
ing  was  made  when  $55,830,000  Con¬ 
sumers  Power  Company  first  mortgage 
3^s,  due  1970,  was  placed  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  at  a  price  of  103^.  Most  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  be  used  to  refund  $50,830,600 
first  lien  and  unifying  4^s,  due  1958. 
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Steady  improvement  in  utility  earnings,  revealed  in  current  reports,  was  a 
factor  in  the  recovery  of  light  and  power  stock  prices  this  week.  “Electrical 
World”  index  36.4,  the  highest  point  since  mid-February,  when  36.5  was 

recorded. 


wealth  &  Southern’s  1936  refunding 
program. 

Permission  of  the  S.E.C.  for  sale  of 
$28,000,000  of  three-year  notes  has  been 
asked  by  the  New  England  Power  Asso¬ 
ciation. 


Middle  West  Fees 
Start  Court  Battle 


electric  plants  of  15,600  hp.  and  costing 
$7,000,000  would  violate  the  company’s 
99-year  franchise. 

The  utility  serves  about  half  the  island 
and  is  asking  an  injunction,  naming  Sec¬ 
retary  Ickes  and  Dr.  Ernest  Gruening, 
Territories  Director.  The  complaint  said 
it  all  started  with  the  visit  of  Mrs.  Roose¬ 
velt  and  Rexford  G.  Tugwell  to  the  island 
in  1934. 


which  would  pledge  the  issue 
as  collateral  for  bank  loans  and,  in  turn, 
redeem  $24,522,500  of  5^  per  cent  deben¬ 
tures  and  $3,000,000  of  3  per  cent  de¬ 
mand  notes.  The  application  was  filed 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  company  is 
registered  under  the  holding  company 
law.  Registration  was  not  necessary 
under  the  Securities  Exchange  Act  of 
1934  as  the  issue  is  to  be  placed  pri¬ 
vately  with  some  ten  banks. 


Determination  of  reorganization  fees  to 
be  allowed  in  the  case  of  Middle  West  Cor¬ 
poration  (formerly  Middle  West  Utilities) 
promises  to  answer  some  interesting  ques¬ 
tions  in  regard  to  such  payments.  Requests 
for  $1,600,000  have  been  made  of  Judge 
James  H.  Wilkerson  in  U.  S.  District  Court 
in  Chicago;  several  other  fees  have  been 
left  to  the  court. 

Entering  the  case  as  holder  of  5  per  cent 
of  the  common  stock,  the  R.F.C.  con¬ 
tended,  through  counsel,  that  the  company 
would  be  put  back  in  receivership  by  the 
fees  asked.  The  federal  agency  offered  in 
evidence  letters  from  claimants,  explain¬ 
ing  their  requests.  Counsel  for  the  com¬ 
mon-stock  h(»lders’  committee  protested 
the  R.F.C.  was  conducting  an  "inquisi¬ 
tion.” 

Judge  Wilkerson  retorted  that  some  of 
the  claims  had  been  in  “such  shape”  that 
they  would  have  been  thrown  out  but  for 
light  the  R.F.C.  letters  cast  on  them; 
added  that  there  has  been  a  growing  sus¬ 
picion  in  the  courts  that  lawyers’  fees  in 
such  cases  are  “grossly  exorbitant”; 
warned  that  attorneys  should  be  prepared 
to  make  sacrifices  because  of  their  “civic 
duty”  in  receiverships;  hinted  that  the 
court  might  determine  a  fair  yardstick. 


Cons.  Gas  Refunding 
Savings  Revealed 


Williamsburg  Refuses 
to  Refund  Tax  on  Poles 

When  W^illiamsburg,  Va.,  imposed  a 
tax  of  $150  on  poles  of  the  Virginia 
Electric  &  Power  Company  it  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  so  far  as  the  power  company’s  ex¬ 
perience  was  concerned,  and  a  precedent 
which  was  not  calculated  to  improve 
utility  companies’  executives’  appetites, 
what  with  taxes  as  high  as  they  are  al¬ 
ready. 

So,  when  the  City  Council  recently 
took  a  vote  on  whether  or  not  to  refund 
the  levy,  there  was  hope  that  the  onerous 
(though  it  is  allowed  by  the  franchise) 
experience  might  be  erased  if  not  eradi¬ 
cated.  But  the  vote  was  against  the  re¬ 
fund. 


Plans  for  merging  all  of  the  companies 
in  the  Consolidated  Gas  system  were  out¬ 
lined  to  stockholders  who,  at  the  annual 
meeting  this  week,  approved  the  change 
in  name  to  Consolidated  Edison  Company 
of  New  York  as  a  step  in  this  integra¬ 
tion.  Floyd  L‘.  Carlisle,  chairman,  pre¬ 
dicted  that  the  job  would  be  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  if  the  neces¬ 
sary  legislation  is  voted,  and  revealed 
further  refunding  plans  which,  he  said, 
will  bring  the  ultimate  interest  saving  to 
l)etween  $4,000,000  and  $5,000,000  a 
year. 

Included  in  the  further  refunding  are 
the  issues  of  $70,000,000  for  Consolidated 
Gas,  $55,000,000  of  Brooklyn  Edison  5s, 
which  would  be  replaced  by  3Js  on 
July  1,  and  $30,000,000  New  York  Edison 
5s  to  be  replaced  with  34S  on  Oct.  1. 

Mr.  Carlisle  forecast  a  $100,000,000 
increase  in  business  over  the  next  ten 
years,  said  that  the  reduction  in  revenues 
through  rate  cuts  will  have  been  made  up 
by  May  1,  and  hazarded  the  prediction 
that  the  courts  will  declare  the  system 
exempt  from  the  Public  Utility  Act  of 
1935  due  to  its  intrastate  character. 


Utilities  Win  Ouster 
for  $37,500,000  Claims 

Jurisdiction  in  the  South  (.arolina 
Public  Service  Authority’s  counlerclaiB 
of  $37,500,000  against  three  public  util¬ 
ity  companies  in  the  Santee  Cooper  liti' 
gation  was  denied  by  federal  District 
Court  Judge  J.  Lyles  Glenn  in  Rock  Hill- 
S.  C.  The  court  said  the  claims  were 
thrown  out  without  prejudice  as  to  their 


Power  Company  Fights 
Puerto  Riean  Project 

Power  loans  by  Secretary  Harold  L. 
Ickes’  Public  Works  Administration  now 
are  under  fire  in  Puerto  Rico,  where  the 
Porto  Rico  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Com¬ 
pany  (International  Power  Company, 
Ltd.,  affiliate)  says  five  proposed  hydro¬ 
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standing  in  a  court  which  had  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

Judge  Glenn  indicated  the  original 
case,  in  which  Broad  River  Power,  South 
Carolina  Power  and  Carolina  Power  & 
Light  are  seeking  to  enjoin  the  Santee 
Cooper  power  project,  will  be  heard  “in 
several  weeks.” 

Municipal  Plant  Bonds 
as  Trust  Fund  Investments 

Bonds  for  construction,  ownership  and 
operation  of  municipal  utility  properties 
would  be  made  legal  investments  for 
savings  banks,  trustees,  etc.,  in  New  York 
under  a  bill  introduced  in  the  state  As¬ 
sembly. 

While  such  bonds  are  of  many  types, 
some  classes  would  be  dubious  trust  fund 
investments.  In  the  latter  category  is  the 
class  which  constitutes  a  virtual  100  per 
cent  mortgage  on  the  electric  property 
and  for  whose  service  only  revenues  of 
the  municipal  system  are  pledged.  The 
type  of  bond  which  pledges  the  general 
credit  of  the  city,  of  course,  is  exactly  as 
strong  as  the  city’s  financial  structure. 

• 

Utility  Comes  to  Rescue 
in  Paper  Company  Fire 

When  fire  damaged  the  turbine  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  (Ind.)  Corrugated  Paper 
Company  the  Indiana  General  Service 
Company  rushed  emergency  crews  to  the 
scene,  strung  line  and  installed  trans¬ 
formers;  in  a  few  hours  the  company 
was  able  to  resume  partial  operations 
and  shortly  was  getting  a  normal  power 
supply.  The  utility  company  accom¬ 
plished  the  job  in  weather  so  cold  that 
their  crews  were  badly  handicapped  and 
the  reward  for  this  prompt  assistance, 
according  to  first  reports,  will  be  a  con¬ 
tract  to  supply  the  corrugated  paper  with 
its  power  in  the  future. 

New  Rural  Line  Paper 

Designed  to  supplement  and  broaden 
engineering  information  which  the  Cop- 
perweld  Steel  Company  has  made  avail¬ 
able  on  rural  lines,  the  company  has 
begun  publication  of  Rural  Line  Con¬ 
struction  News.  The  publication  made 
its  bow  with  a  four-page  issue  featuring 
pictures,  diagrams,  descriptions  and 
tables. 

• 

•Udverlising  Consolidated 

Advertising  activities  of  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  and  Brooklyn  Edison  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  united  under  Henry 
Obermeyer  of  Consolidated  with  Harold 
R.  Henderson,  heretofore  in  charge  of 
the  Brooklyn  company’s  advertising,  as 
his  assistant.  L.  G.  Barrow,  who  has 
b^n  Mr.  Henderson’s  assistant,  becomes 
adverti>ing  manager  for  Brooklyn  Edi¬ 
son. 


Sheffield,  Ala. — Attempts  to  obtain  pri¬ 
vate  capital  with  which  to  finance  construc¬ 
tion  or  purchase  of  a  municipal  power 
system  will  be  made  by  city  officials, 
according  to  Mayor  Hoyt  Greer.  The  city 
had  obtained  a  loan  and  grant  from  P.W.A., 
but  court  action  on  the  part  of  stockholders 
of  the  Alabama  Power  Company  has  pre¬ 
vented  the  deal  from  being  carried  out.  It 
was  also  said  that  the  city  will  intervene 
in  the  injunction  suit  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Alabama  Power  Company  March  30 
before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
The  city  may  ask  bond  from  the  power 
company  for  damages  sustained  during  the 
litigation.  A  bond  issue  of  between  $240,- 
000  and  $250,000  will  be  offered  to  private 
financiers.  Mayor  Greer  said. 

Lakeland,  Fla. — More  than  150  applica¬ 
tions  have  been  received  by  the  city  light 
and  water  department  from  residents  who 
want  to  try  out  the  experimental  lighting 
rate  offered  by  the  municipality.  The  plan 
calls  for  allowing  customers  to  use  as  much 
electricity  as  they  desire  on  the  condition 
they  pay  10  per  cent  extra  in  addition  to 
what  was  charged  them  for  service  a  year 
ago  during  the  same  period.  City  officials 
hope  that  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
electricity  used  for  lighting  purposes  will 
enable  them  to  assess  a  lower  rate  for  that 
class  of  service. 

Huntington,  Ind. — Turning  his  relentless 
wrath  from  the  Northern  Indiana  Power 
Company  to  the  municipal  light  plant. 
Mayor  Clare  W.  H.  Bangs  has  demanded 
the  immediate  resignation  of  James  P.  Ad¬ 
kins,  superintendent  of  the  municipal  plant. 
The  superintendent’s  annual  report,  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  City  Council,  was  “padded  and 
improperly  drawn.”  the  Mayor  declared. 
Mr.  Adkins  declared  his  report  had  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  of 
the  state  board  of  account.  Reid  Clark,  a 
clerk  in  the  office,  was  named  acting  super¬ 
intendent  pending  employment  of  an  engi¬ 
neer. 

Michigan — Sales  of  electric  power  by 
municipally  owned  utility  plants  are  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  Michigan  sales  tax.  Circuit 
Judge  Leland  W.  Carr  ruled  in  Lansing 
last  week.  The  opinion,  filed  in  Ingham 
Circuit  Court,  asserted:  “It  seems  to  me 
that  the  conclusion  cannot  be  avoided  that  if 
the  Legislature  had  intended  to  include 
municipal  corporations  within  the  scope  of 
the  sales  tax  law  it  would  have  used  specific 
language  indicating  such  intention.”  The 
suit  was  filed  by  Lansing.  Wyandotte  and 
Howell,  with  the  State  Board  of  Tax  Ad¬ 
ministration  as  defendant  (Electrical 
World,  March  14,  page  104).  About  50 
other  communities  maintaining  publicly- 
owned  utilities  also  were  interested  in  the 
case. 

Mountain  Grove,  Mo. — City  Council  con¬ 
templates  calling  an  election  at  an  early  date 
to  pass  upon  a  $70,000  bond  issue  to  help 
finance  the  construction  of  a  municipal  light 
and  power  plant  and  distribution  system. 
Preliminary  estimates  fix  the  cost  of  the 
project  at  approximately  $128,200.  A 
P.W.A.  grant  of  $57,690  has  been  applied 
for. 

Deshler,  Neb. — State  Supreme  Court  has 
denied  the  Southern  Nebraska  Power  Com¬ 
pany  an  injunction  to  prevent  carrying  out 
of  a  contract  of  the  village  with  Fairbanks, 
Morse  &  Company  and  the  Fairbanks, 


Morse  Construction  Company.  The  court 
opinion  maintained  that  while  the  evidence 
tends  to  support  the  allegation  that  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  of  financing  the  cost 
by  pledging  future  earnings  of  the  plant 
for  payment  of  the  warrants  issued  cost 
the  village  $20,()()0  more  than  if  it  had  paid 
cash,  and  that  Fairbanks.  Morse  &  Com¬ 
pany.  being  the  only  bidder,  exacted  an 
excessive  price  for  its  equipment,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  business  affairs  of  a  municipality  are 
committed  to  the  corporate  authorities,  and 
the  courts  will  not  interfere  except  in  a 
clear  case  of  mismanagement  or  fraud.  The 
court  said  the  evidence  shows  also  that 
the  village  board  hired  a  special  engineer  to 
make  estimates  of  costs  to  advise  them 
generally  as  to  the  work.  The  record  shows 
the  engineer  performed  those  duties.  The 
village  board  was  fully  cognizant  of  the 
terms  of  the  contract  and  the  price  called 
for.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the  court  to 
substitute  its  judgment  for  that  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  officials  and  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or 
mistake  the  court  is  powerless  to  intervene. 

Brandon,  Vt.  —  P.W.A.  Administrator 
Ickes  has  made  public  a  letter  from  the 
Central  Vermont  Public  Service  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  Board  of  Selectmen  offering  a  num¬ 
ber  of  inducements  if  the  town  would 
abandon  its  plan  to  construct  a  municipal 
power  plant  financed  by  a  P.W.A.  loan  and 
grant.  The  concessions  were:  (1)  $3,000 
to  apply  to  the  engineer’s  fee;  (2)  not  over 
$.300  to  pay  an  attorney’s  fee;  (3)  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  corporation’s  assessment  of 
$10,000  in  1936.  and  $5,000  more  in  1937 
in  case  of  a  substantial  increase  in  busi¬ 
ness;  (4)  an  annual  reduction  for  four 
years  of  $887  in  the  town’s  street  lighting 
contract.  An  injunction  suit  seeking  to 
block  a  P.W.A.  loan  of  $90,000  and  grant 
of  $73,635  to  the  town  is  now  pending  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  Supreme  Court. 

Sandusky.  Ohio — City  Commission  has 
been  ordered  by  the  State  Supreme  Court 
to  call  referendums  on  proposals  relating 
to  a  municipal  electric  light  plant  or  show 
cause  by  April  4  why  it  has  not  done  so. 
The  City  Solicitor  had  asked  the  court  to 
compel  the  commission  to  call  elections  on 
an  ordinance  providing  for  the  issuance  of 
$1,400,000  in  notes  for  building  or  buying  a 
plant  and  on  another  ordinance  under  which 
an  engineering  firm  would  be  hired  to  sur¬ 
vey  the  project.  The  solicitor  said  the  com¬ 
mission  refused  to  call  the  elections  and 
did  not  state  a  reason  for  its  refusal 
(Electrical  World.  March  7,  page  11). 

Ohio  —  Municipal  plants  in  Ohio  are 
making  the  most  of  Rural  Electrification- 
Administration  projects  in  this  territory  to 
dispose  of  surplus  energy  at  wholesale. 
Piqua  will  sell  to  co-operatives  in  Miami, 
Shelby  and  Champaign  counties;  Bellefon- 
taine  to  one  in  Logan  county,  and  Ober- 
lin  to  the  Medina-Lorain  group  whose  loan 
recently  was  approved.  Some  3,600  rural 
customers  are  involved.  In  addition,  Piqua 
will  lease  a  site  to  the  Miami  Rural  Elec¬ 
tric  Co-operative  for  its  substation  at  the 
point  where  the  municipal  plant’s  lines 
tie-in  to  the  rural  system. 

Camden,  N.  J. — Because  of  the  failure  of 
the  State  Legislature  to  pass  measures  re¬ 
quested  by  the  Federal  agency,  the  P.W.A. 
has  withdrawn  its  offer  to  make  a  loan  of 
$6,000,000  for  the  construction  of  a  munic¬ 
ipal  light  plant. 
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Curtis  Lighting  Names 
L.  H.  Graves  Vice-President 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the 
appointment  of  Lester  H.  Graves,  for¬ 
merly  vice-president  of  Curtis  Lighting 
of  New  York,  Inc.,  as  a  vice-president  of 
Curtis  Lighting.  Inc.,  to  be  resident  in 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Graves  has  l>een 
assigned  important  national  duties  with 


L.  H.  Graves 


the  division  headed  by  Norman  B. 
Hickox,  vice-president. 

A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illi¬ 
nois  in  electrical  engineering.  Mr.  Graves 
was  associated  with  the  old  National 
X-ray  Reflector  Company,  now  Curtis 
Lighting,  Inc.,  and  in  1921  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  company’s  local  activi¬ 
ties  in  New  York.  During  his  service  in 
this  position  he  has  been  responsible  for 
many  outstanding  lighting  installations. 

He  has  served  the  Illuminating  Engi¬ 
neering  Society  in  recent  years  as  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  treasurer,  and  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  finance  committee.  He  is  at 
present  chairman  of  the  committee  ad¬ 
ministering  the  prize  award  of  the  Beaux 
Arts  Institute  of  Design. 


►  James  W.  Carey,  chief  engineer  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  and  formerly  associated 
with  Kenneth  Harland  in  utility  rate  sur¬ 
veys  in  that  city,  has  been  named  en¬ 
gineering  inspector  for  the  P.W  .A.  in  the 
State  of  W'ashington. 

►  Owen  D.  Young  has  been  made  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  1935  Gcdd  Medal  of  Fel¬ 
lowship,  for  distinguished  service,  by  the 
Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Presenta¬ 
tion  will  be  made  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  society  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel,  New  York,  on  April  22.  Mr. 
Young  is  cited  for  “great  services  in  the 
cause  of  improved  international  good¬ 


will  and  in  behalf  of  the  principles  of 
good  government,  and  also  for  unique 
services  toward  raising  the  responsibility 
of  organized  business  in  its  relations 
both  to  the  public  and  to  the  state.” 

►  R.  W.  Black,  formerly  connected  with 
the  relay  test  department  of  the  General 
Electric  Company  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
is  now'  affiliated  with  the  system  operat¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Tennessee  Electric 
Power  Company.  Mr.  Black  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  University  of  Louisiana  and 
spent  some  time  on  construction  work 
with  Stone  &  Webster  before  going  to 
Philadelphia. 


General  Electric  Names 
Section  Sales  Managers 

Appointment  of  Harry  A.  W^inne  and 
John  C.  Miller  as  managers  of  sales  for 
two  sections  of  General  Electric’s  indus¬ 
trial  department  has  been  announced  by 
J.  E.  N.  Hume,  manager  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Winne,  formerly  in  charge  of 
the  steel  mill  section  of  the  industrial  en¬ 
gineering  department,  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  mining  and  steel  mill  sec¬ 
tion,  succeeding  K.  H.  Runkle,  who  was 
recently  made  an  assistant  manager  of 
the  industrial  department.  Mr.  Miller, 
who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  aeronautical  section  for  some  time, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  sales  for 
that  section. 


Francis  Ilodgkinson 

who  recently  retired  as  consulting  me¬ 
chanical  engineer  for  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  after 
42  years  of  outstanding  service  to  that 
company  and  to  the  engineering  profes¬ 
sion  (Electrical  World,  March  14, 
page  98 ) . 


C.  L.  Karr  Appointed 
to  T.V.A.  Staff 

Charles  L.  Karr  of  Scarsdale,  N.  Y., 
has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
power  operation  for  the  Tennessee  Val¬ 
ley  Authority.  Mr.  Karr  brings  to  his 
new  executive  position  a  broad  back¬ 
ground  of  experience  in  public  utility 
operation. 


His  early  experience  was  obtained  in 
gas  engineering  as  an  employee  of  the 
Indiana  Steel  Company  and  later  of  the 
Ford  Motor  Company.  Subsequently  he 
spent  ten  years  with  the  Detroit  Edison 
Company  as  chief  assistant  engineer.  In 
1923  he  was  named  superintendent  of  the 
Kansas  Gas  &  Electric  Company  in 
charge  of  all  production  and  transmission 
and  in  addition  engaged  in  special  work 
in  the  public  relations  division.  He 
severed  his  connection  with  the  Kansas 
utility  in  1931  to  become  operating  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Carolina  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany  with  headquarters  in  Raleigh.  N.  C. 
As  superintendent  of  power  operation  for 
T.V.A.  Mr.  Karr  will  be  responsible  for 
operation  and  maintenance  of  power 
plants,  switchboard  operations,  load-dis¬ 
patching  operations,  maintenance  of  sub¬ 
stations  and  transmission  lines  and  exe¬ 
cution  of  power  interchange  and  delivery. 
• 

►  W\  R.  McKeogh,  manager  of  the  Gard¬ 
ner,  (Mass.),  Electric  Light  Company, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Gardner  Gas,  Fuel  &  Light  Company, 
succeeding  Burton  L.  Smith,  who  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Spencer  i  Mass.) 
Gas  Light  Company  as  resident  manager 
of  that  combination  gas  and  electric 
utility.  Mr.  Smith  succeeds  C.  M  Durell. 
who  has  retired  from  active  duty.  Hobert 
E.  Gray,  for  the  past  five  yeai'  scales 
manager  of  Gardner  Electric,  has  been 
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appointed  district  sales  supervisor  for  the 
New  England  Power  Association  proper¬ 
ties  serving  the  so-called  north  central 
area,  with  headquarters  at  Leominister, 
Mass.  He  succeeds  Frank  C.  Dowd, 
who  has  been  appointed  assistant  man¬ 
ager  of  the  gas  and  electric  companies 
serving  Gardner.  All  these  properties 
are  New  England  Power  affiliates. 


Coiiimission  Appointments 

Thomas  B.  Buchanan  of  Beaver,  pres¬ 
ent  secretary  of  the  state  Department  of 
Forest  and  Waters,  has  been  appointed 
by  (iovernor  Earle  to  succeed  the  late 
Commissioner  Walker  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Public  Service  Commission. 

In  Mississippi  H.  H.  Castul  and  Gillis 
Cato  have  succeeded  Commissioners  Mor¬ 
gan  and  White.  Mr.  Castul  is  chairman 
and  J.  D.  Miller  has  been  appointed  to 
succeed  Secretary  W'illiams. 

In  Hawaii  B.  S.  Kemp,  formerly  a  ter¬ 
ritorial  judge,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission  as  chairman, 
succeeding  F.  O.  Boyer,  whose  term  has 
expired. 


►  Mitchell  S.  Little  has  been  elected 
a  director  of  the  Arrow-Hart  &  Hegeman 
Electric  Company,  Hartford,  Conn,,  to 
succeed  the  late  Daniel  J.  Glazier.  Har¬ 
rison  C.  Broken  has  also  been  added  to 
the  board. 

►  K.  L.  Thielscher  has  returned  to 
Buffalo  in  the  capacity  of  divisional  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Graybar  Buffalo  and  Roch¬ 
ester  territories.  J.  L.  Murphy,  sales 
manager  at  Buffalo,  has  been  transferred 
to  New  York  as  assistant  merchandising 
manager.  Mr,  Thielscher  was  appointed 
manager  at  Buffalo  in  1923  and  remained 
in  that  capacity  until  1933,  when  he  took 
over  special  work  as  divisional  manager 
at  Syracuse.  A  year  ago  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  the 
position  of  merchandising  manager.  Dur¬ 
ing  Mr.  Thielscher’s  absence  from  Buf¬ 
falo.  Mr.  Murphy  carried  on  as  sales 
manager.  He  became  identified  with  the 
company  in  1920. 


OBITUARY 


Harry  U.  Hart 

Harry  U.  Hart,  vice-president  and 
chief  engineer  of  the  Canadian  Westing- 
house  (Company,  died  at  his  home  in 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  March  15,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year.  Mr.  Hart  was  recognized 
an  authority  on  electrical  design. 
Following  enrollment  as  a  student- 
®pprentice  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
4  Manufacturing  Company  at  East  Pitts- 
hwgh,  his  advancement  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  works  and  engineering 


department  was  rapid.  In  1899  he  was 
sent  to  the  French  Westinghouse  Com¬ 
pany  as  designing  electrical  engineer  and 
was  later  appointed  chief  engineer.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  Mr.  Hart  had  charge  of 
the  design  of  some  large  generators  then 
being  built  for  water-power  developments 
in  France  and  Italy.  In  1905  he  became 
chief  engineer  of  the  Canadian  West¬ 
inghouse  Company  and  in  1928  vice- 
president. 

• 

►  Samuel  Walker,  a  member  of  the 
Public  Service  Commission  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  died  at  his  home  in  Butler,  March 
4.  He  was  appointed  to  the  commission 
in  1927  and  reappointed  for  a  term  of 
ten  years  in  1929. 

►  Edward  F.  Joy,  vice-president,  secre¬ 
tary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Ed¬ 
ward  Joy  Company,  electrical  con¬ 
tractors,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  March  9.  Mr.  Joy  was 
67  years  old  and  started  as  an  employee 
with  the  Joy  company  at  the  age  of  16. 
In  1930  he  became  ranking  officer  of  the 
company  although  still  continuing  as 
vice-president,  succeeding  his  uncle,  the 
late  Edward  Joy,  founder  of  the  firm, 

►  Stephen  E.  Sandeson,  president  of 
the  United  Utilities  Corporation,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  died  at  his  home  in  that 
city  on  January  11.  Mr.  Sandeson  had 
served  in  that  capacity  since  1927.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  he  was  connected  with  the 
Ogden  Power  &  Light  Company,  Ogden, 


Utah,  and  the  Denver  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  Denver,  Colo.  He  was  par¬ 
ticularly  interested  in  the  installation  of 
electric  stoves  and  sold  these  to  the  cus¬ 
tomers  on  a  rental  basis. 

►  Francis  R.  "Healey,  superintendent  of 
electrical  distribution  of  the  Union  Gas 
&  Electric  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
died  at  his  home  in  that  city,  of  a  heart 
ailment,  on  March  16.  Mr.  Healey  was 
credited  by  Union  Gas  officials  with  hav¬ 
ing  played  an  important  part  in  the 
building  up  of  Cincinnati’s  electrical  dis¬ 
tribution  system. 

►  John  H.  Black,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  public  utility  in¬ 
dustry  and  other  industries  in  Canada, 
died  suddenly  March  10,  in  his  sixty- 
first  year.  He  had  served  as  director  of 
numerous  enterprises  in  Canada,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Abitibi  Power  &  Paper  Company, 
Ltd.,  Canada  Northern  Power  Corpora¬ 
tion,  Canadian  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  Great  Lakes  Paper  Company,  Ltd., 
the  Dominion  Construction  Corporation, 
Keeley  Silver  Mines,  Vibond  Consolidated 
Gold  Mines  and  the  Union  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Ltd.  He  was  in  the  course  of  his 
career  general  manager  of  the  Northern 
Ontario  Light  &  Power  Company, 
Northern  Canada  Power  Company  and 
from  1916  to  1924  managing  director 
of  the  Excelsior  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  Later  he  became  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Spruce  Falls 
Power  &  Paper  Company,  Ltd.,  Kapuska- 
sing  and  Toronto. 
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Consumers  Power  Company’s  rate  struc¬ 
ture  was  revised  last  week  by  an  order  of 
the  Michigan  Public  Utilities  Commission 
which  slashed  domestic  electric  rates  12i 
per  cent,  cut  commercial  rates  and  power 
rates  and  cut  gas  rates  in  several  com¬ 
munities.  New  electric  rates  will  go  into 
effect  with  the  first  billings  after  April  1. 
They  will  affect  350,000  customers  in  750 
cities,  towns,  villages  and  rural  areas.  The 
cut  in  electric  rates  amounts  to  more  than 
$1,500,000  annually.  Commercial  lighting 
rates  will  be  cut  5  to  9  per  cent;  industrial 
power  rates  5  to  6  per  cent,  public  lighting 
9  per  cent  and  street  lighting  5  per  cent. 

Duke  Power  Company’s  commercial  elec¬ 
tric  rates  will  be  discussed  at  a  hearing  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  on  April  7.  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Merchants  Association  has  petitioned 
for  lower  rates. 

Ohio  Public  Service  Company’s  new  rate 
schedule,  reducing  electric  rate  schedules 
in  Alliance,  Sebring,  Beloit,  Ashland,  Mans¬ 
field,  and  Massillon  (Electrical  World, 
March  14,  page  %)  has  been  approved  by 
the  state  Utilities  Commission.  The  com¬ 
mission  stated  that  “decision  as  to  extend¬ 
ing  the  effective  period  will  be  predicated 
upon  the  increased  sale  of  service  resulting 
from  the  reduced  rates,  and  upon  operating 


costs  as  affected  by  taxes.”  Under  the  com¬ 
mission’s  authorization  the  monthly  service 
charge  of  $1  will  be  abolished.  The  com¬ 
mission  also  authorized  the  reduced  sched¬ 
ules  for  residential  service  at  Bowdil,  Canal, 
Fulton,  Dalton.  East  Greenville,  Orrville, 
Navarre  and  West  Brookfield. 

Ohio  Electric  Power  Company  has  been 
authorized  by  the  state  Utilities  Commis¬ 
sion  to  reduce  its  minimum  monthly  charge 
from  $3.50  to  $2.50  to  residential  consumer-; 
in  44  central,  western  and  northwestern 
Ohio  towns. 

Derby  G.as  &  Electric  Company’.s  new 
electric  rate  schedule  (Electrical  World. 
February  8,  page  11)  has  been  approved  by 
the  Connecticut  Public  Utilities  Commissum 
in  a  supplemental  order  dated  March  13. 
The  reduction  became  effective  February  1. 
Residential  reductions  will  amount  to  $30,- 
800  annually;  commercial  reductions.  $17,- 
600;  small  power  users,  $1,700;  industrial 
power  users,  $34,5(X),  and  street  lighting, 
$1,995. 

Nebraska  Light  &  Power  Company  has 
reduced  its  residential  rates  in  McCook  from 
6  cents  per  kilowatt-hour  for  the  first  50 
kw.-hr.  to  5.5  cents  for  the  first  40.  Com¬ 
mercial  rates  were  also  reduced.  The  new 
rates  are  effective  until  October  1,  1938. 
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Industry  Watches 
"Chain  Store”  Bills 

Many  manufacturers  outside  avowed 
scope  of  pending  quantity  discount 
legislation  see  their  businesses  affected 
—  N.E.M.A.  report  analyzes  bills 

The  “chain  store”  bills  pending  in 
Congress,  dealing  in  more  or  less  sweep¬ 
ing  terms  with  quantity  discounts,  are 
stirring  up  an  ever  increasing  apprehen¬ 
sion  among  manufacturers — so  much  so 
that  lines  separated  by  the  poles  from 
chain  stores  are  viewing  the  situation 
askance.  For  some  time  it  has  l>een 
recognized  that  passage  of  any  of  these 
bills  might  have  a  far-reaching  effect  on 
appliance  merchandising  in  particular 
and,  to  some  extent,  on  utility  purchases 
in  general. 

The  latest  indication  of  the  concern 
aroused  by  the  pending  bills  is  that  the 
National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  prepared  detailed  analyses  of 
the  various  bills.  N.E.M.A.  points  out 
that  there  are  some  25  bills  before  Con¬ 
gress  which  are  of  interest  to  business 
and  that  no  less  than  nine  of  them  are 
concerned  with  quantity  discounts  and 
allied  practices. 

While  the  survey  undertakes  no  state¬ 
ment  on  the  justice  of  the  various  bills, 
it  declares  that  “the  importance  of  some 
of  these  proposals  should  not  be  under¬ 
estimated.  .  .  .  These  proposals  are  the 
outcome  of  the  campaign  being  waged  by 
retailers,  wholesalers  and  manufacturers 
to  control  loss-leaders  and  other  com¬ 
petitive  price  cutting  rivalry.” 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  Pat¬ 
man  and  Utterback  bills  in  the  House 
and  the  Robinson  bill  in  the  Senate.  On 
the  Patman  bill  N.E.M.A.  says,  in  part: 

“With  respect  to  price  differentials 
based  on  quantity  purchases,  the  bill 
provides  that  price  differentials  may  Ik* 
allowed  ‘which  make  only  due  allowance 
for  differences  in  the  cost  of  manufacture, 
sale  or  delivery  resulting  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  methods  or  quantities  in  which 
such  commodities  are  to  such  purchasers 
sold  or  delivered.’  This  provision  would 
prohibit  price  differentials  based  on 
quantity  purchases  not  now  restricted 
under  the  Clayton  Act. 

“Quantity  discounts  could  Im?  allowed 
only  to  the  extent  of  the  actual  saving  in 
cost  due  to  the  quantity  sold.  The  Senate 
judiciary  committee  report  on  the  Robin¬ 
son  bill  (a  similar  measure)  stated  that 
this  proposal  ‘is  designed  among  other 
things  to  preclude  the  grant  of  a  dis¬ 


crimination  to  a  particular  customer 
equal  to  the  whole  saving  in  cost  result¬ 
ing  to  the  seller’s  entire  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  as  augmented  by  that  customer’s 
patronage;  to  preclude  also  differentials 
based  on  allocated  or  imputed,  as  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  actual,  difference  in 
cost.’  ” 

Restrictions  on  commissions,  fees  and 
other  compensation  also  are  pointed  out 
in  the  report,  and  several  other  bills 
affecting  business  are  analyzed. 

• 

Fire  Protection  Group  Set 
on  Code  Rearrangement 

Progress  in  the  rearrangement  of  the 
National  Fire  Protection  Association’s 
electrical  code  was  indicated  recently  in 
a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  association’s 
electrical  committee  in  Chicago  April 
22-24  for  consideration  and  action  on  the 
report  on  form  and  arrangement  of  the 
code.  The  rearrangement,  which  is  de¬ 
signed  to  make  the  code  more  concise 
and  usable  through  reclassification  of 
subject  matter  rather  than  changes  in 
rules,  was  initiated  largely  at  the  insti¬ 
gation  of  the  Edison  Electric  Institute. 


Steam  Turbine 
Orders  Total  27 

Orders  for  27  steam  turbo-generators, 
aggregating  200,750  kw.,  have  been  placed 
since  January  1  with  General  Electric, 
Allis-Chalmers  and  Westinghouse.  Ten 
of  these  units,  aggregating  148.500  kw., 
are  utility  orders  and  seventeen,  aggregat¬ 
ing  52,250  kw.,  have  been  ordered  by 
industrial  plants. 

This  increase  in  turbine  business,  to¬ 
gether  with  orders  placed  last  year,  has 
brought  up  the  factory  production 
capacity  to  a  figure  ranging  from  30  to 
50  per  cent  and  it  is  expected  that  fur¬ 
ther  orders  this  year  will  bring  up  this 
rate  appreciably.  Some  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  express  some  concern  about 
their  ability  to  supply  the  demand  for 
units  needed  in  the  near  future  and 
point  out  that  turbine  commitments 
should  he  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  new 
orders  lies  in  the  fact  that  50,000  kw.  is 
the  largest  utility  unit  ordered  and  that 
less  than  half  of  the  units  ordered  by 
utilities  are  for  super-position.  This  in- 


OPENING  ELECTRICAL  SHOW  IN  BOSTON 


At  the  “mike”  is  Gov.  Janies  M.  Curley  of  Massachusetts,  flanked  by  W  illiani 
H.  Etzell  (center),  president  of  the  Electrical  Manufacturers  Represcnla* 
tives’  Club  of  New  England,  and  James  J.  Slater  (left),  show  comniiltce 
chairman.  More  than  12,000  visited  the  exhibition  (99  branch  and  agency 
sales  organizations  covering  some  250  lines  of  equipment  and  supplies 
were  represented)  and  exhibitors  report  a  substantial  volume  of  onlers. 
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dicates  a  widespread  demand  for  capacity 
in  both  large  and  small  utility  stations. 
Negotiations  for  more  turbines  are  active 
and  indicate  that  1936  will  bring  back 
the  normal  additions  to  capacity  required 
by  the  industry. 


More  Favorable 


Earnings  Reports 


Earnings  statements  of  leading  electri¬ 
cal  equipment  and  appliance  manufac¬ 
turers  for  1935  continue  to  make  a  very 
favorable  showing.  Among  the  biggest 
gains  in  reports  made  public  in  the  last 
few  days  is  that  for  Allis-Chalmers,  with 
billings  for  1935  of  $38,787,006,  com¬ 
pared  with  $20,287,148  in  1934,  and  net 
of  $1,985,137,  against  a  loss  of  $1,039,- 
406  in  the  preceding  year. 

Anaconda  Wire  &  Cable  increased  net 
to  $1,029,401  in  1935,  compared  with 
$821,801  for  1934;  Sangamo  Electric’s 
profit  was  $583,942,  against  $197,644; 
Acme  Wire  reports  $176,447,  compared 
with  $34,345. 

In  the  appliance  field  Maytag  reports 
net  of  $5,581,095,  against  $1,960,836, 
while  net  sales  for  last  year  were  $16,- 
350,690,  against  $14,716,706  in  1934. 


Government  Projects 
Use  Electric  Ranges 


Electric  cookery  has  been  lent  sub¬ 
stantial  impetus  by  government  specifica¬ 
tions  in  its  housing  projects,  the  latest  to 
call  for  electric  ranges  being  the  Camden, 
N,  J.,  project,  where  595  apartments  will 
be  so  equipped.  Altogether  more  than 
11,000  apartments  in  model  housing 
groups  in  ten  cities  are  to  have  electric 
ranges,  according  to  present  contract 
stipulations. 

Hub  Electrical  League 
Launches  Sales  School 

With  an  attendance  of  110,  a  sales  pro¬ 
motion  school  open  to  all  members  of  the 
electrical  industry  was  launched  at  the 
Boston  Edison  auditorium  on  March  12 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Metropolitan 
Electrical  League.  Weekly  lectures  have 
been  scheduled  until  May  21.  A  $5  de- 
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posit  to  insure  attendance  will  be  re¬ 
turned  to  all  who  attend  80  per  cent  of 
the  sessions. 

The  sponsoring  committee  for  the 
league  includes  J.  J.  Caddigan,  Daniel 
Ricker  and  B.  W.  Robertson  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Edison  company;  L.  A.  Fiorani,  New 
England  Power  Association ;  F.  A.  Schlo- 
man,  Cambridge  Electric  Light;  Edward 
Rigby,  Wiremold  Company;  James  Pat¬ 
rick,  Benjamin  Electric;  W.  V.  Price, 
General  Electric  Supply  Corporation; 
George  H.  Wahn,  J.  J.  Reddington  and 
George  W.  MeShane. 


Westinghouse  Fetes 
Its  “Quota  Busters” 

Outstanding  records  in  refrigerator 
sales  won  free  trips  to  Westinghouse’s 
Mansfield  and  East  Springfield  works  for 
125  salesmen  and  25  dealer  supervisors. 
The  group  recently  completed  a  three-day 
tour  of  inspection  of  manufacturing  and 
production  facilities,  the  top  men  were 
awarded  gold  watches,  and  the  entire  party 
then  boarded  a  special  train  for  New  York, 
where  the  members  disbanded  for  their 
return  trips  to  their  homes. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Reports  to  Electrical  World  from  observers  in  the  field  indicate  that 
business,  which  had  been  creeping  upward  for  two  weeks,  has  acquired 
distinct  momentum  in  the  last  few  days.  The  rise  in  steel  output  has  been 
conspicuous,  electric  energy  production  has  reversed  the  recent  down-trend 
and  retail  sales  have  been  excellent  in  most  sections.  Serious  floods  and 
the  tax  tangle  are  only  minor  drawbacks. 


PACIFIC  COAST 

Orders  for  such  staples  as  conduit  and 
wire  are  especially  good  due  to  opening  of 
many  scattered  sizable  P.W.A.  bids.  Stocks 
are  in  good  shape,  but  purely  stock  orders 
for  contractors  are  smaller  than  expected 
because,  though  conduit  prices  have 
dropped  25  per  cent,  the  belief  is  that  they 
will  go  lower.  Utility  purchasing  is  lower 
than  during  February,  but  still  of  fair 
volume.  San  Francisco  departments  have 
recommended  early  underground  construc¬ 
tion  for  from  25  to  30  miles  of  streets  in 
districts  expected  to  be  congested  by  bridge 
traffic.  This  matter,  urged  especially  by 
the  fire  department,  is  under  discussion,  the 
usual  rate  being  from  2\  to  3  miles  a  year, 
though  this  figure  has  been  considerably 
exceeded  this  year.  Additional  posts  for 
high-efficiency  lamps  are  also  prospective 
business. 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  reports  close  to 
$1,000,000  monthly  in  its  F.H.A.  drive  with 
fine  dealer  co-operation  and  the  report  that 
two  big  chain  banking  systems  will  carry 
forward  the  scheme  assures  an  excellent  ap¬ 
pliance  year. 

Manufacturers  report  that  Coast  plants 
are  still  close  to  capacity  building  up  reserve 
stocks  of  motors  and  transformers,  but  that 
some  expected  orders  have  not  yet  mate¬ 
rialized. 

CHICAGO 

Even  unsettled  conditions  in  Europe  and 
new  tax  proposals  in  Washington  fail  to 
dampen  the  ardor  with  which  business 
makes  plans  for  the  largest  volume  since 
1930.  Retail  and  wholesale  trade  registered 
further  gains  as  sales  for  last  week  reached 
the  peak  for  this  year.  Cains  of  30  to  40 
per  cent  above  the  previous  week  were  re¬ 
ported.  Home  building  is  definitely  upward 
as  the  month  of  February  broke  all  records 
since  1931  and  registered  a  gain  of  67  per 
cent  over  the  same  month  last  year. 

Electrical  manufacturers  report  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  inquiries  received. 
One  official  reports  a  large  order  for  tur¬ 
bines  and  large  transformers  with  sales  aver¬ 
aging  30  per  cent  better  than  a  year  ago. 
A  large  order  for  switchgear  apparatus 
has  been  received  by  another  manufacturer. 
Sales  of  electric  refrigerators  and  other 
major  household  appliances  have  shown  a 
marked  improvement  so  far  this  year. 


NEW  YORK 

Evidences  of  business  improvement,  ap¬ 
parent  for  two  weeks,  have  become  much 
more  emphatic  in  the  last  few  days,  with 
optimism  for  the  coming  months  unmis¬ 
takable.  A  highlight  was  the  jump  in  steel 
operations  to  ^  60  per  cent  of  capacity,  as 
high  a  rate  as  has  been  reached  since  June, 
1930.  Even  though  this  represents  buying 
at  present  concessions  in  anticipation  of 
second  quarter  price  stabilization,  the  in¬ 
dustry  is  confident  due  to  substantially 
higher  automobile  schedules  for  April  than 
for  March. 

In  addition,  a  rise  of  moderate  propor¬ 
tions  has  been  scoredi  by  electric  energy 
output  after  recent  declines.  Moreover,  the 
margin  of  increase  over  1935  was  widened 
to  10  per  cent  last  week,  compared  with 
9.8  in  the  preceding  seven  days. 

Retail  trade  continues  brisk  in  the  New 
York  area,  although  materially  curtailed  by 
floods  in  many  parts  of  the  East.  Marked 
activity  also  persists  in  the  residential  build¬ 
ing  field. 

NEW’  ENGLAND 

Inquiries  for  small  motors  and  switch  and 
control  apparatus  continue  to  feature  the 
trend  in  electrical  equipment  in  this 
district.  Some  leveling  off  from  the 
steady  rise  in  sales  is  recorded  hy  one 
manufacturer,  hut  orders  are  being  received 
for  motors  up  to  5  hp.  Interest  in  heavy 
electrical  machinery  is  lagging.  A  number 
of  requests  for  motors  for  pumping  units  is 
noted,  among  which  is  one  for  an  electrically 
driven  centrifugal  pump  of  3,000,000  gal. 
per  day  capacity  and  a  number  of  others 
for  the  extension  of  high-pressure  service. 
Central-station  supplies  have  been  quiet,  but 
buying  of  line  materials  impends  due  to 
flood  damage  in  widely  separated  districts. 

Street  lighting  is  active  and  an  order  for 
installation  of  electric  lamps  in  one  Boston 
district  has  been  passed.  Commercial  elec¬ 
tric  cooking  units  for  several  institutions  are 
under  negotiation. 

Air  conditioning  is  attracting  attention 
and  plans  are  being  drawn  for  a  numl)er 
of  mercantile  buildings  in  Boston.  Home 
wiring  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  during 
a  month’s  intensive  campaign  brought  one 
contractor  $10,000  in  orders.  Bryant  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  Bridgeport,  plans  a  one-story 
brick  addition. 
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Milwaukee  Mayor 
Dodges  Challenge 

The  Taxpayers’  and  Electricity  Users’ 
Committee,  Inc.,  has  offered  to  pay  $100 
to  Socialist  Mayor  Daniel  W.  Hoan  of 
Milwaukee  “for  reasonable  proof  that 
any  town  anywhere  has  ever  paid  for  a 
municipal  electric  plant  wholly  out  of 
earnings,  without  increasing  taxes  or 
without  charging  higher  electric  rates 
than  those  prevailing  in  Milwaukee.” 

Mayor  Hoan  sidestepped  the  direct 
challenge  by  injecting  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  matter  into  the  discussion.  He  of¬ 
fered  to  give  the  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  $100  for  proof  that  the  modern  in¬ 
candescent  street  lighting  in  Milwaukee 
was  not  better  than  the  arc  system  it  re¬ 
placed.  As  safe  a  bet  for  tbe  Mayor  as 
(me  on  tbe  greater  value  of  a  1936  car 
in  comparison  with  a  1920  model. 

• 

Local  Taxes  on  Utilities 
Barred  in  Micliig;an 

If  cities  in  Michigan  impose  special 
taxes  on  public  utilities  they  will  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  higher  rates.  This  ultimatum 
has  been  sent  out  by  the  state  Utilities 
Commission  in  response  to  reports  that 
several  cities  have  under  consideration 
such  action.  The  statement  declared  that 
there  is  doubt  that  such  levies  would  be 
legal  and  promised  that  customers  out¬ 
side  such  cities  would  be  protected  from 
a  general  rate  increase  which  might  be 
forced  if  the  utilities’  incomes  fell  below 
the  proper  return  on  investment. 

• 

Florida  Company  Starts 
Hunt  for  Oldest  Stoves 

If  inquisitive  noses  poke  into  kitchens 
in  the  territory  of  Florida  Power  &  Light, 
it  probably  will  not  be  either  burglar  or 
officer  of  tbe  law.  There  is  plenty  of 
sleuthing  going  <m,  however,  for  the 
utility  has  offered  as  prizes  30  electric 
ranges  and  60  I.  E.  S.  lamps  in  an  “old 
stove  hunt.” 

It  makes  no  difference  if  it  is  coal, 
w(*od,  kerosene,  gas,  gasoline  or  electric, 
the  company  wants  to  find  the  oldest 
st(*ve  in  each  district.  Electric  range 
sales,  needless  to  add.  are  the  objective. 

Retirement  Age  Reduced 

The  retirement  age  for  Kansas  City 
Power  &  Light  Company  employees  has 
been  changed  to  65  from  70,  the  com¬ 
pany  announces.  The  company  had 
planned  such  a  step  ever  since  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  benefit  plan,  but  had  not 
anticipated  it  could  be  put  through  in 
less  than  five  years.  The  company  car¬ 
ries  the  expense  of  the  change. 


TYLER,  TEX.— East  Texas  Utility  Cor¬ 
poration,  Tyler,  plans  transmission  and  dis¬ 
tributing  lines  in  parts  of  Panola,  Rusk, 
Harrison,  Marion  and  other  counties  bor¬ 
dering  on  Texas-Louisiana  State  line,  for 
rural  electrification,  totaling  about  250 
miles,  with  power  substation  and  service 
facilities.  Power  supply  will  be  secured 
from  Southwestern  Gas  &  Electric  Company, 
Shreveport,  La.  Cost  over  $200,000. 

CHARLES  CITY,  IOWA— Central  States 
Power  &  Light  Corporation,  Davenport, 
Iowa,  plans  new  transmission  lines  in  parts 
of  Floyd  County,  Iowa,  for  rural  electrifica¬ 
tion. 

GUNTERSVILLE,  ALA.— Director  of 
Purchases,  Tennessee  Valley  Authority, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  receives  bids  until  April  2 
for  single-circuit  steel  transmission  towers 
for  new  line  between  Wheeler  dam  and 
Guntersville  dam,  Tennessee  River,  about  67 
miles, 

OLYPHANT,  PA.— Plans  new  city- 
owned  electric  power  plant.  Cost  about 
$195,000.  Financing  has  been  arranged 
through  Federal  aid.  F.  F.  Kaufman.  909 
Pine  Street,  Camden,  N.  J.,  is  consulting 
engineer. 

CLAIRTON,  PA. — American  Sheet  &  Tin 
Plate  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  plans 
early  purchase  of  motors  and  controls,  regu¬ 
lators.  conveyors,  electric  traveling  cranes 
and  other  equipment  for  new  steel  strip- 
sheet  mill  at  Clairton.  Entire  project  will 
cost  over  $25,000,000.  Company  is  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

ORLA,  TEX. — Red  Bluff  Power  Control 
District,  J.  H,  Miller,  Pecos,  Tex.,  secre¬ 
tary,  receives  bids  until  April  2  for  equip¬ 
ment  for  hydroelectric  generating  station  at 
Red  Bluff  dam,  near  Orla,  including  two 
hydraulic  turbines,  1600  and  1200-hp.,  re¬ 
spectively,  with  governor  system  and  acces¬ 
sories;  two  vertical  type  generator  units, 
direct-connected  to  exciters,  1625  kva.  and 
1250  kva.,  rating,  respectively,  with  auxil¬ 
iary  equipment;  transformers,  switching 
equipment,  switchboard  and  instruments, 
and  miscellaneous  power  plant  equipment; 
substation  control  apparatus;  crane  and 
other  equipment.  Vernon  L.  Sullivan. 
Orla.  is  district  engineer. 

W^ASHINGTON,  D.  C.— Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks.  Navy  Department.  W'ashington, 
receives  bids  until  April  15  for  two  75-kw. 
Diesel  engine-generator  sets  and  auxiliary 
equipment  for  aviation  station  at  St, 
Thomas,  Virgin  Islands  (Specifications 
8168). 

ASHLAND,  OHIO — Has  plans  under  way 
for  new  city-owned  electric  power  plant 
and  distributing  system.  Cost  about 
$1,000,000.  Proposed  to  begin  work  soon. 
Barstow  &  Lefeber,  Akron,  Ohio,  are  con¬ 
sulting  engineers. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CALIF. — Consolidated  Air¬ 
craft  Corporation  plans  installation  of 
motors  an(l  controls,  conveyors,  regulators, 
electric  hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new 
additions  to  airplane  manufacturing  plant. 
Cost  over  $2.50.000.  Edward  C.  and  Ellis 
W.  Taylor.  803  West  Third  Street,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  are  architects  and  engi¬ 
neer*. 

LINCOLN,  NEB. — lowa-Nebraska  Power 
&  Light  Company,  Lincoln,  plans  new 
transmission  and  distributing  lines  in 
Lancaster  County  for  rural  electrification, 
totaling  about  150  miles,  with  service  facil¬ 


ities.  Application  has  been  made  for  per¬ 
mission. 

BLUEFIELD,  W.  VA. — Receives  bids  un¬ 
til  March  25  for  motor-driven  pumping  ma¬ 
chinery  for  sewage  treatment  plants,  with 
motor  controls,  switchboard  and  complete 
accessories,  including  two  2100-gallon  per 
minute  units,  one  1400-gallon  per  minute, 
and  two  vertical  centrifugal  sludge  pump¬ 
ing  units,  KXl-  and  50-gallon  per  minute 
capacity,  respectively.  Morris  Knowles, 
Inc.,  Westinghouse  Building,  Pitt*bur^ 
Pa.,  is  consulting  engineer. 

DAYTON,  OHIO — Contracting  Offit^er, 
Material  Division.  Air  Corps,  United  States 
Army,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  receives  bids 
until  March  24  for  two  motor-generator  sets 
(Circular  665). 

LITCHFIELD,  CONN.— Litchfield  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  &  Power  Company  plans  exten¬ 
sions  in  transmission  and  distributing  lines 
for  service  in  new  districts. 

SCOTTSVILLE.  KY.— Plans  new  city- 
owned  electric  power  plant,  with  power  sub¬ 
station  and  distributing  facilities.  Cost 
about  $150,000.  Financing  will  be  arranged 
through  Federal  aid.  R.  O.  Huntsman, 
mayor,  is  at  head  of  project. 

VERMILLION.  S.  D.— Has  plans  under 
way  for  extensions  in  city-owned  electric 
power  plant,  to  include  installation  of  new 
main  generating  unit  and  accessories.  Esti¬ 
mates  of  cost  are  being  made.  J.  W.  Kolb 
is  citv  engineer. 

CHICAGO,  ILL.— Republic  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration.  Cleveland,  Obio,  plans  installation 
of  beavy-duty  motors  and  controls,  trans¬ 
formers  and  accessories,  conveyors,  electric 
hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new  wire 
mill  on  Burleigh  Avenue,  South  Chicago. 
Cost  over  $750,000. 

BOGUE,  KAN.— Closes  bids  on  March 
24  for  new  transmission  line  for  power  sen- 
ice  for  municipality.  F.  L.  Werhan.  Hays, 
Kan.,  is  consulting  engineer. 

B  11  F  F  A  L  O,  N.  Y. — Niagara-Hudson 
Power  Corporation.  Buffalo,  plans  exten¬ 
sions  in  transmission  and  distributing  lines 
for  rural  electrification  during  1936,  to  total 
about  2000  miles,  with  power  substation 
and  service  facilities.  Appropriation  is  b^ 
ing  arranged. 

GRAND  COULEE,  WASH.— Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  Denver,  Colo.,  receives  bids 
until  March  27  for  motor-driven  pumping 
machinery  for  Grand  Coulee  dam.  Colum¬ 
bia  Ba«in  Project,  Grand  Coulee,  as  W- 
lows:  Three  horizontal,  centrifugal  units, 
each  with  capacity  of  500  gallons  per  min¬ 
ute;  four  similar  type  pumps.  7.50  gallow 
per  minute;  three  similar  type.  1000  gal¬ 
lons  per  minute;  one  similar  type  pump 
1.500  gallons  per  minute;  and  two  verticil 
centrifugal  pumps.  30  gallons  per  minute 
(Specifications  769-D). 

MONTPELIER.  OHIO— Plans  early  pur¬ 
chase  of  new  equipment  for  city-owned  elec¬ 
tric  power  plant,  including  turbine  unit, 
with  accessories.  Cost  close  to  ^aO.OOO. 

TEKAMAH,  NEB.— Burt  County  RniJ 
Electrification  District,  Tekamah.  recently 
organized,  care  of  H.  H.  Henningson  En^ 
neering  Company,  l^nion  State  Bank  Build¬ 
ing.  Omaha.  Neb.,  consulting  engine^ 
plans  transmission  and  distributing  line* 
different  parts  of  Burt  County  for  rurai 
electrification,  totaling  about  400 
with  power  substation  and  service  faciliti« 
Fund  of  $445,000  is  being  arranged  throng* 
Federal  aid.  Engineer  noted  is  in  charge- 
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